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Welcome and Welcome Back to this Joyful

Community of Circles
Here we say YES to spiritual growth and learning together. Here we celebrate
the many ways on this earth of being ethical persons of faith and continue
the UU journey together—from cradle to cane.

“Circles” from Essays: First Series (1841)
by Ralph Waldo Emerson

The eye is the first
circle; the horizon which it forms is the
second; and throughout nature this primary figure is
repeated without end. It is the highest emblem in the cipher
of the world. St. Augustine described the nature of God as a
circle whose centre was everywhere, and its circumference
nowhere. We are all our lifetime reading the copious sense of this
first of forms. One moral we have already deduced, in considering
the circular or compensatory character of every human action.
Another analogy we shall now trace; that every action admits
of being outdone. Our life is an apprenticeship to the truth,
that around every circle another can be drawn; that
there is no end in nature, but every end is a beginning;
that there is always another dawn risen on
mid-noon, and under every deep a
lower deep opens.



Sunday Mornings

From mid September through Father’s Day we usually have two services on Sunday mornings at 9:15 and 11 a.m. During
the summer months, our one service is at 10 a.m. Check the website for a particular service time.

Once each month our children begin the hour in Chapman Hall with the adults. After this ingathering the children
attend their religious education (RE) classes for the remainder of the hour. Several times a year the minister and
director of religious education offer a full multigenerational service at which the community worships together for the
full hour. Starting ten minutes before every service, child care is provided for toddlers up to young 4-year-olds who are
not enrolled in RE classes. There is always a member of the RE Committee, the Director of Lifespan Religious Education,
or other EUUC person available on Sunday to help you find the right class for your son or daughter.

Goals

The purpose of the religious education program is to build community, to put our principles into action, and to explore
intellectual and spiritual ideas from which our children can, over time, build their own understandings of religion and

spirituality.

e Religious Education is based on the conviction that each individual's response to the experience of life is the
ground upon which religious faith is built. Religious education goes on hourly, daily, in the home, at work, in
school, and on the playground.

e We hope to help people develop an ethical, moral, and open approach to life, with a sense of respect for
themselves and others.

e We also endeavor to provide a background education in other religious movements and traditions, as well as in
Unitarian Universalist history and values.

o We seek to encourage an individual's natural ability to respond creatively to the world, to stimulate a spirit of
free inquiry, and to encourage a broad appreciation for the religious experience.

About our Class Leaders — Instruction

The Religious Education program is a volunteer cooperative supported by members of the RE Committee and a
professional Director of Lifespan Religious Education. Each class is staffed by a team of facilitators who rotate
responsibility for leading and assisting. Two adults are present in class every Sunday. All of our Religious Education
volunteers who work with children are carefully screened.

Every class facilitator is a member or friend of the congregation who has taken time from their busy schedule to help
provide this important growth opportunity for our young people. Our volunteers attend a training prior to beginning
their service in RE faith development. As the volunteers give their time, nurturing, learning and sharing, the children will
come to see them as active contributors and leaders in the church community. In the process our children and youth
become connected with other families who share similar values.

Please make a point of meeting your children’s class leaders, introduce yourself, and always feel free to ask any
questions of the teachers, RE Committee members, or Director of Lifespan Religious Education, Layne Richard-Hammock

(dlre@euuc.org ).


mailto:dlre@euuc.org

Sunday Morning Classes

Fireflies
Meet in RE-3

9:05 in Toddler Room
Up to young 4-year-olds

10:50 in Toddler Room
Up to young 4-year-olds

Rainbow Seekers
Friendship Finders

These two Unitarian Universalist curricula are written to introduce our
youngest ones to the joys of coming to church and making new friends.

Each Sunday our littlest ones are greeted and welcomed by our
caregiver, Donna Leavitt. The primary goal for this group is to provide a
safe and engaging space to build a foundation of liking being at church.

Parents are welcome to stay in the toddler room with their children.
These classes begin ten minutes before the service begins.

Chalice Sparks
Meet in RE-4-5

9:15 Mature 3’s — 2™

11:00 Mature 3’s - 2"

Introducing, Spirit Play

A Unitarian Universalist curriculum for three to seven-year-olds. The
class is based Maria Montessori’s theory of children’s learning processes
where the children lead and the adults guide. Through hands-on
aesthetic stories, art, and communal activities, the program offers the
children gentle tools for making sense of life’s religious questions and
spiritual experiences.

Meet in RE-4-5

9:15 Classonlyon
Children’s Choir Sundays

11:00 Class

UU Picture Book
Religions of the World

Using Unitarian Universalist author Katie Covey’s curriculum, and a series
of lovely literature books, these children will explore Buddhism,
Hinduism, Islam, Earth based beliefs and other faith traditions through
the lens of Unitarian Universalism.




Fireworks 6-7'" Grades Riddle and Mystery: UU Responses to Big Questions

Meet in RE-2 a Tapestry of Faith program for middle school
9:15 — Attend service
11:00 Class This exciting curriculum, by Richard S. Kimball, helps young people

experience how our individual search for meaning in the universe is
supported and strengthened when we come together as people of faith.
Participants explore our shared Unitarian Universalist beliefs and
discover where their own beliefs fit in the spectrum.

This class is field-testing this new program. Together with their teachers
they will provide feedback which will inform the final curriculum.

Coming of Age 8" Grade See CoA prospectus for details
11:00 Meet in RE-1

Sr. High Youth 9-12"" Grades See Sr. High Youth prospectus for details
10:45 Meet in the Loft

Adult RE See Adult RE prospectus for details

|l t0s a Transformati ve

The Religious Education Program at EUUC, like so many of our systems and program areas, is in the
midst of self examination and transformation.
e Over the course of 2008-2009 year, the church body developed and adopted a hew mission
from which programming decisions now flow.
Gathering Together
Nurturing the Spirit
Living Our Vision of a Just and Sustainable World
e Our Ministerial Search Team is actively in the process of finding our new settled Minister.
e Discerning clarity for the EUUC vision is among our next steps as a multigenerational church.
e Our Lifespan Director of Religious Education, together with other shareholders in the EUUC
system, is developing an integrated plan for the future of the Lifespan Religious Education
ministries ~ Cradle to Cane.

We are going places — Join the Journey — A warm welcome awaits you!
Layne Richard-Hammock, Director dlre@euuc.org
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